BABA-NYONYA

A Penang Baba-Nyonya Coupl
Baba'is .an honorific title.given
hil i

Image courtesy of Penang State Museum

The Baba-Nyonya or Peranakan Chinese is a group of very early
Chinese settlers who immigrated here in northern Malaysia and
over the centuries, openly adopted and absorbed local cultures,
creating a new and unigue culture of their own. Qver time, they
also married other races into their families.

Although named the Straits Chinese by the British, they arrived
much earlier than the formation of the Straits Settlements.

While they kept their Taoist beliefs, they also practised local rituals
such as the mandi bunga [floral baths). They infused local cuisine
inta their recipes, and adopted local symbolic motifs in their fashion.

Members of this community call themselves Baba-Nyonya.
The term Baba-Nyonya i1s more closely associated with those
in Penang

THE BABA-NYONYA OF PENANG & MALACCA

The Penang and Malaccan Baha-Nyonya are two slightly different
communities of different origins. It 1s believed that the Malaccans
had arrived in the early 15" century as part of the royal entourage
of the Chinese Princess Hang Li Po, who was gifted as a bride

to the Sultan of Malacca. The Baba-Nyonya of Penang came as
seafarers from southern Fujian.

Generally, you could tell one from the other through the language
that they use. In Penang, they speak mainly Hokkien with words
bhorrowed from Malay, while the Malaccans have adopted a Malay
patois, including many Hokkien words, as their mother tongue

Through the old trade triangle of Phuket and Medan with Penang,
these three cities today share the same Baba-Nyonya lineage.
Similarly, Malacca Peranakan Chinese have expanded their families
and influence towards the south to Singapore.

THE PERANAKAN HOUSE

The UNESCO World Heritage
Site of George Town is a living
museum of architecture.
?j(;f;:g:#;‘_mf; While many of the Baba-Nyonya
- families have moved out from
their ancestral homes, their
houses have remained largely
untouched or restored to their
original splendour.

These uniguely charming
houses line the quieter streets
of the city. You simply have to
take a walk around to see them.

Chines an e THE PINANG
PERANAKAN MANSION
The Pinang Peranakan
Mansion s possibly the
most opulent example of
an Eclectic Straits Chinese
House in Penang. Built at
the end of the 19" century,
it was the residence and
office, as well as a symbol
of authority, for a famous
Chinese Kapitan (head of a
local Chinese community].

It features a larger-than-
ordinary Baha-Nyonya
courtyard, as well as other
expensive details such as
the Chinese wood-carved
panels, English floor tiles
and Scottish ironworks. Today
itis a much admired Baba-
Nyonya museum which houses
more than 1,000 pieces of
antiques and collectibles.

S
I\

autifully-orfate facade

L
‘7:""@&

DT

A

=N
)

i

MUNTRI STREET

Muntri Street has perhaps
the best preserved rows of
19" century Straits Chinese
architecture in the country,
equivalent to 5ingapore’s
Emerald Hill.

Ever since the UNESCO
Heritage Site listing of George
Town in 2008, Muntri Street
has seen the emergence

of a bhevy of privately-owned

STEWART LANE

& SEVEN TERRACES
According to the Wall Street
Journal, "...no transformation
matches that of Seven Terraces™.
Seven Terraces is an exclusive
boutique hotel.

The facades and interior
have been unsparingly
restored to their original
splendour, and one of its
premier suites is furnished
with 19" century Baba-Nyonya
furniture and collectibles.

Seven Terraces consists

of seven units of the original
Straits Chinese Houses, amaong
the many others built along
Stewart Lane, that have been
refurbished to house houtique
caftés and gquesthouses

houtigue enterprises such

as the Ryokan Muntriand the
Camera Museum. Peranakan
tiles and Western art deco
come together to create
beautifully-ornate facades.
Itis said that "the more
flamboyant the facade, the richer
the owner of the house is”.

The majority of Peranakan
Chinese who made their fortune
during the tin mining boom
inthe 19" century built their
homes here as a status symbol.

Big and small, they have all
taken the effort to preserve
the original Peranakan tiles
and other ornate architectural
flourishes on its facades,
thus keeping the colour and
flamboyance of the Baba-
MNyonya heritage houses alive
and well.

THE CUISINE

Fenang Nyonya food not only fuses Chinese and Malay culinary
elements but also Thai influences, as a result of the island’s rich
multi-cultural diversity.

Young Nyonyas would have been expected to help around the kitchen,

grinding spices, preparing fresh sambal belachan [chilli with toasted
shrimp paste) and chopping vegetables.

Bubur Cha Cha

-
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Array of colourful tiffin carrier

Nyonyas growing up in wealthy households were expected to learn
a variety of skills that ranged from preparing Nyonya dishes
to embroidery and beading; all the skills traditionally required for
attracting a good husband.

They dress exguisitely well; with their choice of attire as the
kebaya, an elegant dress with a Malay influence, that is suitable
for most occasions.

THE OBJETS D'ART

The wealthiest Peranakans
would often commission
various items from craftsmen
n China, made to their own
specifications. The Kamcheng,
for example, would bear
Chinese motifs such as peonies
and phoenixes
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The Tourist Information Centre in George
Town handles enquiries, provides hrochures
and directional maps as well as highlights
the latest events and happenings in Penang.

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE

Monday-Friday
% 00am ta 5.00pm

Saturdays
Y. 00am to 3.00pm

Sundays & Certain Public Holidays
7.00am to 1.00pm

Web
Facebook -
Instagram: |;
Twitter
LinkedlIn
Tiktok
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BATU FERRINGHI

@ TELUK BAHANG

MUSELMS

1. Pinang Peranakan Mansion
2% Lebish Gereja
TH2LD Gearge Town, Penang
=&04 264 20927
B rmhbzha@amail.com
B pinangperanakanmnansion.com. my
B Mon-Sun, 9am-Spm

2. Cheong Fatt 1ze - |he Hlue Mansiar
14 Lebuh Leith
T George Town, Penang
#ED4 262 DU0E
B reservations@cheongfatttzemansion.com
cheangfatttzermansion.com
B Thu- Sun, Guided Tours at 1lam & 2pm

4. House of Yeap Lhor Ee
4 Lebuk Penang
0200 Gearge Town, Fenang
EN4 226 1997 0012 420 519
B housoyes cam
B Maon-Fri, 1lam-hpm
[Closed on Sat, Sun & PH)

MYLIMYA EATERIES

4. lvy's Myonya Cuisine [Pork Free]
05 lalan Chcw Thyis
T0U=0 Gearge Town, Penang
B 2013 433 7A7H
Tue, Spm-¥pm;
WS, 1 2prm-Zper; dproeFoen [Closed on Mon
5. Mum's Hyonya Cuisine
31-D Lorang abu Siti
10400 George Town, Fenang
+E04 227 TATE 48072 £65 131E
B Tu=-Sun, 11.00am-2,30pm;
G 00prm-7 30pm | Closed or Monl

4. Myonya Breeze Desire
38-1-7 Straits Quay
Jalan Ser lanjung Finang
10470 Tanjung Tekong, Ferang
B 204 397 7063, +40779 585 T104
B Mon-Sun, 11.30am-2.30pm; 5.30pm-0.300m

i

. The Little Nyonya Culsine & Gurney Plaze
17U-H1-34E Gurney Flaza
Persiaran Gurnesy
10220 George Town, Fenang
B &0 227 DA%A, +404 295 3092
Mor-Zun, 1Tam-10pm

B, The Little Nyonya Culsine & Queensbay Mall
LE-111E, 1146 &117 Queenshay Matl
Persiaran Bavan Incdak
11900 Bavan Lepas, Penang
=A04 547 TARE, +404 11 5133
B Mor-Zun, 1am-10pm

Y. Kebaya Lining Koom
Seven Terraces
144 Lorong Stewart
10200 George Town, Penang
B 204 244 2333/ #6011 1403 3310
B kebaya@Tierraces.com
B kehaya.com.my
B Mon-Zun, 12pm-2.30pim: dpm-10pm

10. Auntie Gaik Lean's
0ld School Eatery [Pork Free)
1 Lebuh Bishop
10200 Gearge Town, Fenang
B 4017 434 4398
B Tue-Sun, 12.00pm-2.30pm; £.00pm-7.20pm
|Clesed en Maon]

11-. Moh leng Pheow Nyonya Koay & Lanteer
346 Jalan Masjid |OFF Lebuh Chulial
120l Gearge lown, Fenang
B -:04 241 RE12
Bl d@penangnvonyakuin
B Tuz-Sun, 10230am-Spm [Closed on Man]

12. Heritage Artisans
93 lalar Padang Vicloria
100U Gearge Tawn, Penang
B 2016 470 8116
El heritagzartisans.com
B Man-Sun, &pm-%.30pmm
[Reservation Reyuired|

""JFF;ERANAKAN PLACES OF INTEREST

13. Jason Nyonya House
0B Lobuh King
10200 Gearges lown, Fanang
+4018-304 0515
El & ascnMyoryaHousePanang
Mor-Sun, Tarm-2.300m; Spmes. 20pn

[Closad an Wed)

14&. Little Kitchen & Nyonya
1% Lebuh Maordin
10300 Gearge Tavn, Ferang
504 267 £731
@ fMan-Sun, & 30pm-330pm

|Rezervation Reguired)

15. Bibik's Kitchen Nyonya Cuisine
T3 Jakan =i Bahari,
1002l George Tawn, Fenanag.
M 017 445 T4AR
B Tue-Sun, 11.30am-2pm, &pm-Fpn
[Clo=sed an Man)

14. Indigo Restaurant @ The Blue Mansion
Ta Lebuh Lesith
10200 Gearge Tawn, Penang
B -a04 2472 OO0
B cheonglfalllzemansion.comfrestauranls
E @Indigoatthebluemansion
B Mon-5un, TZpm-2pm; &30m-10pm
|Reservation Reguired|

17. Hichard KHivalee Nyonya Luisine Hestaurant

6z & &4 Lorong Macalistor

10E0 George [own, Penang

+6004 227 LEA8
+&M17 494 FR4T7 #4017 4717 25711

bl @rickandhivseedesigrarsndehef

B Wied-Man, 11.30am-3pm; &pr-7.30pm
|Clased on Tussday]

18. CEKI Hyonya Restaurant
11-A Jalan Sri Bahe
10020 Geargs Town, Perang
B 401110591 7976
B CEKl Myomya Restaurant
B Wied-rMan, 17.30am-3pm; 5.30pm-10pr
|Closed on Tuesday]

1¢. Nyonya Falazzo
2% Church Street
10200 Gearge Town, Fenang.
B -cla 2B 0194 +6017 262 6170
B nyoryapalazzo
B ron-Sun, 10am-5.30pm

20. Blue Bellvine

27 Lebuh Moordin

10300 G=arge Town, Penana,

B +4092-414 Bed

elaire, blushellyine@gmail cm

B @blusbellyinepg

®B Mon-Sun. 11am-3pm
Tue-Thur, dpmi-7pm
Fri-5un, dpm-10pm

FTUNTA LUUKING LLASSES

£ . Fenang Homecooking ScChool
4% Taman Berjaya
10320 Fulau Tikos, Penang
B 2016 437 4380
penanghemecookings:chool.com
B Men-Sat, Fam-2pm [Closed an Sunl
* For booking, Min2pax required

22_ Tropical 5pice Garden Cooking School
Lot 595 Mukim 2, Jalan Teluk Bahang
110b0, Penang
+AOT2 482 T797 §

vO01 2 423 ETFT Phalzdpp onlyl
B info@tropicalspicegarden.com
B tencookingschoal.com
B Mon-Sun IReserwtbion Reguired)

Tanjung Bungah
» Floating Mosgue

""--_____-_

TANJUNG BUNGAH
TANJUNG TOKONG

= Straits Ouay Marina Mall

KEBATA MAKERS & BOLITIGQUES

23, Jade Lollection
170-0&-74 Gurney Flaza
Persiaran Gurnay
10280 Gearge Tawn, Penang
B +a04 226 1153, +6078 4235 4145
B islandgalleryZ01 I@omail.cam
B Mon-San, 10am-Spm
« GURNEY DRIVE
24. Kenny Loh Couture
M. 24 Solok Mano 7
10EB0 Gorge Town, Penang
B 50148 202 9977
B markeling@kennvlohoaulurs com
B wwaw kennylohooutura.cam
Bl @kennylohoouturs
@ 10zm-tpm lAppointment Reguired]|

4. County Fair Boutigue
Lesesl 20 30.2.33 Frangin Mall

+40718 TO4 4507 +601F 44% 1905
2&. Hyonya Beaded Shoe Maker ' Q‘ \
X ERER
N
B +4015 454 3075 b e
Loreng Stewarl
B info@Tterraces.com

Jdalan Or Lim Chwes Leang,
H @oountyfairboutiqus &
4 Lebuh Arrnzrian
B Mon-Sun, Tpm-dpim (Closed on Toe| ',
FERAMAKAM-THEMED HUM EL=
TN Bearge Town, Pen@nd
genrgetownheritage.com)

10000 Searge [own, Penang
- N,
B Mon-Sun, 12pm-dpr h ".’ "*;,::‘.%
oy p'e
IPRSADS)
TUZD0 Gearge lown, Panang
27.5even lerraces
B 404 FR4 2333
seven-terraces-haotelf

28. Cheong Fatt Tze - The Elue Mansion
14 Lebiik Leith
TUEDD Gearge [awn, Fenanc
+604 2EE D00A
B reservations@cheongfattizemansion.com
Bl checnglalllzemansion.com

Y. Moordin Mews
23 Lebub Moordin
TIEND Gearge Tawn, Fenanc
B +a0d 243 712
B info@noardinmewss.com
E] noordinmews.com

U, Muntr Mews
I7 Lebuh Muntri
T2 Geargs Town, Fenanc
+404 283 0120
B info@muntrimaws.com
B gzorgetownheritage.com
muntri-mews-hotelf

47, Jawi Peranakan Mansion
153 Jalan Hutten
10020 Gearge Tawn, Parang
B =204 218 PE5e
= infojawiperanakanmansian.caom
B georgetownheritaoe com
javi- pe rand ka n-mansion-holeld

32. Muntri Grove
1£7. 129, 131A-F
Lebuk Muntri
10200 Gearge Town, Penanc
B -£04 264 2624
B infe@muntrigrove.com
geargebownherita gs,com)

il -g rove- halzly

+ Queenshay Mall

Indulge in the nostalgia of a bygone era...

A day in the life of a Nyonya! Try out the exquisite kebaya, learn a Nyonya dish
or dine at one of the many restaurants opened by local Baba-Myonyas. For in-depth
history, pick up a book and read about their daily lives and be charmed by rhymes passed
down through generations. Complete the experience with a night’s stay at a luxurious
Peranakan suite. If the time is right, attend a rare and regal Baba-Nyonya wedding
for an eye-opening experience, or better yet, plan a party of your own at this heritage
city that promises a memorable affair.
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